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Executive summary 
Trials in Scandinavia and elsewhere in Europe have indicated that the use of cleaning 
products made from microfibre can help reduce infection and improve standards, productivity 
and cost effectiveness. This report suggests that the introduction of cleaning systems based 
on products made using microfibre in UK healthcare facilities would yield similar benefits.  
 
Benefits  
Cleaning products made using microfibre are strong, highly resistant to tearing and snagging 
and have extremely low levels of linting. These products also have increased suction effect, 
larger surface area (giving more contact with surface to be cleaned), improved cleaning 
performance, release smaller amounts of water and only require one wipe. 
 
Cleaning with products made using microfibre can reduce the need for cleaning chemicals, 
minimise the need for colour coding, improve the visual appearance of areas cleaned, reduce 
levels of infection and reduce the number of hours required to clean to acceptable standards. 
 
Challenges 
The introduction of cleaning systems featuring products made using microfibre technology 
requires considerable initial financial outlay and dramatic changes in working practices. 
Products require effective laundering and concerns have been expressed regarding the 
efficacy of cleaning products made using microfibre to effectively clean large expanses of 
corridors, carpeted areas and some high-grip safety flooring. Other challenges include issues 
surrounding storage, supply and sustainability. 
 
Management teams should not considering implementing cleaning systems based on 
products using microfibre products unless they have full the commitment of their cleaning 
team. 
 
Products available 
At present a limited number of companies supply cleaning products made using microfibre. 
However, this is a new technology and new suppliers will be coming into the market place. 
 
A small number of suppliers also offer cleaning systems based on products using microfibre. 
This report concludes that a whole-system approach is almost certainly the best way 
forward. 
 
Using microfibre 
Cleaning with products made using microfibre technology is very different from cleaning with 
conventional products. A cleaning process based on products made using microfibre 
developed by ISS Mediclean is given below as a best practice example.  
 
Please note that cleaning trolleys should be considered as an integral part of cleaning 
processes based on products made using microfibre technology. For effective microfibre 
systems an on-site Laundry is almost essential.  
 





 1. Are you interested in achieving reduced rates 
of infection within your Organisation? 

NO Consider revising your answer and go back 

Examine relevant results in sections 3, 4 and 8 then go to question 2 YES 

2. Are you interested in potential cost efficiency 
savings within your Organisation? 

NO Consider revising your answer and go back 

Examine relevant results in sections 4 and 8 then go to question 3 YES 

3. Are you interested in improving working 
conditions, particularly for cleaning staff? 

NO Consider revising your answer and go back 

Examine relevant results in sections 3, 4 and 8 then go to question 4 YES 

4. Are you interested in making a capital outlay 
in order to achieve revenue savings? 

NO Postpone a decision on changing to a microfibre system at this time. Bi-annual review suggested. 

Consider contacting suppliers/manufacturers of microfibre systems 
(section 9) for detailed quotes, obtained from consultation with the 

Cleaning Manager and their team. 

YES 

5. Are you interested in reducing the cleaning 
chemicals used within your Organisation? 

NO Postpone a decision on changing to a microfibre system at this time. Bi-annual review suggested. 

Consider contacting suppliers/manufacturers of microfibre systems 
(section 9) for detailed quotes, obtained from consultation with the 

Cleaning Manager and their team. 

YES 

6. Do you have an on-site laundry? 

NO Switching to a microfibre system is not recommended. 
See section 7. 

Examine section 7 with your Laundry and Cleaning Managers and their 
teams. If they are confident, consider contacting suppliers/manufacturers 

of microfibre systems (section 9) for detailed quotes, obtained from 
consultation with the Cleaning Manager and their team. 

YES 

7. Do you have a robust and effective team 
responsible for cleaning in your Organisation? 

NO Your recommended top priority is to review this situation before making any decisions on products or systems. 

It is recommended that you give them access to this report to come back 
to you with their suggestions/recommendations. 

YES 

8. Are you confident that the person with 
responsibility for your cleaning services 

understands the implications of switching to a 
microfibre system? 

NO Your recommended top priority is to review this situation before making any decisions on products or systems. 

It is recommended that you give them access to this report to come back 
to you with their suggestions/recommendations. 

YES 

9. Does your Infection Control Team support the 
concept of a microfibre system for cleaning in 

your Organisation? 

NO Switching to a microfibre system is not recommended at this time. Consider opportunities for the team to examine 
the concept in more detail. Otherwise, postpone a decision and perhaps consider reviewing underlying reasons. 

It is recommended that you give them access to this report to come back 
to you with their suggestions/recommendations. 

YES 




















































